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THE SECRETARY OF WAR, 
COMMUNICATING 
Information relative to the claims of Jordan & McPike and others aris-
ing ou,t of the expedition against the Pi- Ute Indians in 1860. 
JANUARY 23, 1871.-Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be 
printed. 
The Secretary of ·War has the 110nor to submit to the Senate of the 
United States a communication from the Commissary General of the 
Army upon the subject of the claims now under· consideration arising 
out of the expedition against the Pi-Ute Indians in 1860, it appearing 
that the claims of Jordan & McPike do not embrace all the unpaid 
expen~es of the expedition, but that other claims, amounting to $11,240, 
have been presented to this Department and disallowed for the want of 
authority to settle them. 
WM. W. BELKNAP, 
Secretary of ·war. 
vVA.R DEPARTMRNT, January 1.9, 1871. 
OFFICE COI\IC.\USSARY GENERAL OF SuBSIS'fENCE, 
Wa.shington Oity,January 17, 1871. 
SIR: As the Committee on Claims in making their report, No. 274, 
forty-first Congress, tbir,d session, (copy inclosed,) may have supposed 
that the accounts therein referred to included all for supplies furnished 
the expedition against the Pi-Ute Indians in Utah in 1860, I have the 
honor to invite attention to the inclosed copy of at letter from this office 
. of April 1, 1867, returning to tbe attorney two accounts for supplies 
farni:shed the expedition referred to, in favor of ,John W. Dorsey, S. B. 
Wallace, and William Shephard, amounting to $11,240. . 
IncloRed is also au abstract from the records of this office as to said 
accounts. 
Respectfully, your ob,edient servant, 
A. B. EATON, 
Commissary General of Subsistence. 
Hon. W. W. BELKNAP, 
Secretary of War. 
2- CLAIMS OF JORDAN A.ND M'PIKE A.ND 01;HERS. 
OFFICE COMMISSARY GENERAL OF SUBSI~TENCE, 
Washington City, April 1, 1867. 
Sm: Herewith find jnclosed single copies of two vouchers, marked triplicate; one 
for the sum of $6,190, and the other for $5,050, both in favor of John_ W. Dorsey, S. ~-
Wallace, ancl William Shepheard, for supplies furnished an expedition near Pyra_mid 
Lake, Utah, June, 1860, under Colonel Jack Hays, against the Pi-Ute Indians1 as receiyed 
in your letter of March 1, 1867, in which you request to be informed what, 1f anything 
further, is required to secure their payment,. . 
No records in this office, or in that of the Adjutant General, show any authoriza-
tion by the Government of the regiment or command * * * for 
which the stores appear to have been procured, or that any law has ever been enacted 
which would authorize the payment of the accounts. 
Very respectfully, your obedieut servant, 
A.. E. SHIRAS, 
Assist<tnt Cominissary G,mem,l·of Subsistence. 
J. M. LATTA, Washington, D. C. 
Abstractfrorn records of office of Com1n-issary General of Subsistence. 
PYnAMID LAKE, .June 3, 1860. 
No. 1. 
Jo~n vV. Dorsey, s. B. vVa,lla~e, ancl w illi:cLrn .Shephear<.l: 
3, 500 pounds fl.our at 70 cents ___________ . . ____ .. _____ ....... - .. ' .. - - - - · · · · · · 
400 pounds barley, at 55 cents ........... __ ....... _ .......... - .. - - - - -- --.--
1, 000 pounds sugar, at 60 cents .. _ .... _ ........................ - - - · - - · - - · - -
600 pounds Java coffee, at 70 cents. __ ._, ... _ .................. · -- · · .. -- .. 
10 gallons syrup, at $7. _. _ ... __ ............ __ .. __ .... - ..... - .. - - .... · - --
20 sacks table salt, at $3 ............... _ .................. - . - - - - - - - · · · · · 










CARSON RrvER, J1m e 30, 1860. 
No. 2. 
John vV. Dorsey, S. B. "\ValhLCe, and William Shepheard: 
Arnounting to .... ···-·· ____ . .. ....... ·····-· . ..... ···-·· ...... -.· ···-······· $5,050 
RICH'D N. SNOWDEN, 
C01nniissctry Utah Volunteers. 
(, ee 1 lfor of April 1, 1 67, to J. ~I. Latta, returning the two accounts.) 
[, ·. l . .._To. 274, 41st Congr '88, :3<1 ·c ·sion.] 
CLAIMS OF JORDAN AND M'PIKE AND OTHERS. 3 
Lake, :five or six hundred miles distant. Under these circumstances the q;overnor_ ?f 
California and the United States officer in command of the Department of the Pacific 
sent forward to Virginia City arms and ammunition, in charge of proper officers. Two 
or three hundred volunteers also came along with the United States troops. The citi-
zens of Virginia City and vicinity, together with the United States troops and volun-
teers from California, organized a regiment, and selected Colonel Jac_k Hays, who 
happened to l>e there at the time, to take comma,nd thereof. Thus orgamzed and thus 
commanded this irnprovised regiment marched against the Indians, and, after a hard-
fought battle, whipped them se-verely, ~tnd secured peace and safety. . 
It became necessary to organize a provisional quartermaster and commissary depart-
ment to accompany this expedition. Accordingly, one Richard N. Snowden "'.'as 
appointed commissary, and as such entered into a contract with said Jordan & McP1ke 
to furnish certain supplies. Said contra.ct. is hereunto appended and is marked A. In con-
formity with this .contract the said .Jordan & McPike did furnish supplies amounting, 
in the aggregate, to the sum of $19,473 50. Their accounts tllerefor are hereunto 
appended, marked B, C, D, E. · 
The evidence shows that this expedition a.o-ainst the Indians was necessary for the 
preservation of the lives and property of the people of Virginia City and vicinity, and 
that its organiza,tion and success perhaps preserved the people there from destruction. 
The Government had no troops there; the clanger was instant; there were no means 
of preventing destruction excepting those adopted. The people themselyes did what 
the Governmentshoultl, perhaps, haYe been prepared to do. Under these circumstances 
the committee think there is a moral and equitable obligation resting on the Govern-
ment to pay the necessary expenses of the expedition. 
The prices charged for the supplies seem to be high, but the testimony is all to the 
e~ect that, under the adverse circumstances of the case, they could not have been fur-
n~shed for less. And considering that it is now ten years since the supplies were fur-
mshed, the committee recommend the passage of the bill. They invite attention to the 
affidavit of Colonel Hays, hereunto appended, marked F. 
·A. 
This agreemeut, made this 22d day of May, in the year 1860, at Virginia City, Utah 
Territory, between John Jordan and John M. McPike, doing business under the :firm 
name of Jordan & McPike, in said Territory, parties of the :first part, and Richard N. 
Snowden, commissary of the Utah volunteers, under command of Colonel John C. Hays, 
for an expedition againf'!t the Pi-Ute Iodians, in said Territory, party of the second part, 
,~itne!?seth: That the said parties of the :first part hereby agree to furnish fresh beef 
for the use of said expedition, at 30 cents per pound, and to drive the necessary number 
of beef cattle with said command during such expedition j and the said party of the 
second part, as commissary as aforesaid, in consideration of the said agreement on the 
part of the said parties of the first part, hereby agree to furnish the said parties of the 
first part on demand with proper certificates of the amounts of beef so furnished as 
aforesaid, and the just value and price thereof at the times and places where the same 
shall be delivered, to enable the said parties of the first part to present in proper form 
and with due vouchers their claim t,herefor against the Government of the United 
States; and further agrees that said cattle so driven with said command shaJl be 
guarded on the road and in camp by guards from said volunteer force. 
In witness whereof the parties hereto have hereunto set theiT hands and seals the 
day :tnd year :first above mentioned. 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of-
H. TALRR BOA1VIEX. 
Approved May 22, 1860. 
JORDAN & McPIKE. [SEAL.] 
RICH'D N. SNOWDEN, [SEAL.] 
Utah Volunteers. 
JOHN C. HAYS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
4 CLAIMS OF JORDAN AND M'PIKE AND OTHERS. 
B. 
THE UNITED STXrES OF AMERICA 
To JOHN. JORDAN AND JOHN M. McPIKE,. DR. 
To supplies furnished the expedition under command of Colonel Hays against the Pi-
Ute Indians, in Utah Territory, as follows: 
33,000 pounds of beef, (furnished at Camp Hays, Carson River; camp at Big 
Flat, Carson River; camp at Williams's Ranch, at Cattle Crossing of Truckee 
River,) at 30 cents per pound. _____ . _____ . _____ . _________ __ . ________ - __ . - - - $9,900 
I bereby cel'tify on honor that the above amount of provisions was actually ft~mishecl 
the expedition under command of Colonel Hays against the Pi-Ute Indians, m Utah 
Territory; that the price charged in the within bill is just and reasonable, and that 
the provisions charged for therein were necessary for the public service. 
RICH'D N. SNOWDEN, 
Comniissctry Utah Volmiteel's, 
SILVER CITY, June 11, 18€0. 
C. 
T HE UNITED STA TES OF A;-1rnmcA 
To J OIIN JORDAN AND J OII:N M. MCPIKE, 
(Doing business under the firm name of Jordan & McPike,) DR. 
To supplies furnished the expedition under command of Colonel Hays against the Pi-
Ute Indians, in the Territory of Utah, as follows: , 
To 100 pounds crackers, at 80 cents. - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - · - - - - - - - - - - - - - $~~ ii 
To 120 pounds loaf sugar, at 60 cents . - - - . - - - - - - - - . - - . - - - - - - - - · - - - - · - - - - - -
100 00 To 10 gallons brandy, (medicinal,) at $10 ----·- ---- ··- ·----- ---- - -----· ----
30 00 To 1 dozen camp kettles . - - . __ - - . - .. - - - - - - - - - . - - - - · - · - - - - - - - - - - - - - - • - - - - -
20 
OO 
i~ } i~~:~ ~1JJ~[ £0~~~-::: : : : : : : : : ~:: : : : : : ~::: : : : : ~:::::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 20 00 
To 1 set butchers' tools .. ___ ..... __ .. _____ .. ___ . ____ _______ . __ .. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ~O 00 
..d.t Williams's Ranch, Carson River. 
To 350 pounds coffee, at 65 cents ____ . __ . _____ . ___ . ________ - - . - - - - - ... - - - -
To 2,500 pounds fl.our, at 70 cents .. _____ . _. _ ... __ . ___ ...... -....... - . - - - -
To 305 pounds bacon, at 80 cents. __ .. ___ . ____ . ____ . ____ . ____ . - -... - - . - - - . 
To 200 pounds salt, at 50 cents._. ___ . _ . ___ . _. __ . _. _ ... ______ . - . - - - - - - - - - . 







. I hereby certify on honor that the amounts of provisious and services in th.e within 
bill set f~rth wer actually furnished the expedition under the command of Colonel 
Hays agamst the Pi-Ute Indians, in the Territory of Utah, and that the same were 
nece sary for the public service, and that the prices charged therefor are just and rea-
onabl . 
• IL\'ER ' ITY, J1rne 11, 1 60. 
RICH'D N. SNOWDEN, 
C01mnissctry Utah Volunteer~ . 
D. 
THE rxITED 'T,\TE.' 
. To J _ 11.· JORDAY ~h D JonN M. McP1K.1.;, 
rn r bu me· under the firm and name of Jordan & ~IcPikc,) DH. 
To uppli forni h d th expedition under the command of Colonel Hays again t the 
Pi- te Indian , in tah Territory, as follows: , 
16, 0 pound of rre, h b f furn), ·h_ d at camp at Big foa.dows of Truckee ; 
camp at Pyramid Lake, aud r li vmg at Larnee Crossino- of Truckee, and at 
<'amp at William. ' an h __ . _ .. ___ ... ___ .. __________ ~- ____ . _______ . __ . _ _ "5, 0411 
= 
I b •r by · ·rtif,v on honor tha the above amount of proYi ions was a ·tually furni h~ 
hv ,Jorfl:m · )fr Pike to th xp lition nnc1 r comma,ncl of Colonel Hay again t the Pi-
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Ute Indians, in Utah Territory; that the prices charged in the within bilI are j~1st ancl 
reasonable and that said provisions were actually necessary for the public service. 
' RICH'D N. SNOWDEN, 
CQmmissary Utah Volunteers. 
Sn. VER CITY, J1rne 11, 1860. 
E. 
THE UNITED STATJ;;S OJ!' AMERICA 
To JOHN JORDAN AND JOI-IN M. McPlKJ,, 
(Doing business under the :firm name of Jordan & :McPike,) Dn. 
To supplies furnished the expedition under comma,nd of Colonel Hays against the P.i-
Ute Indians, in Utah Territory, as follows: 
4,800 pounds of fresh beef~ furnishecl at the camp near Virginia City, at 30 cents 
per pound .... • ............................. ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,440 
I hereby certify on honor tha,t the above mnount of provisions ·was actually furnished 
the expedition under command of Colonel Hays against the Pi-Ute Indians, in Utah 
Territory; that the price above charged is reasonable and just, and that said provisions 
were necessary for the public servicP. 
SILVER Cnv, J11ne 11, 1860. 
F . 
• 
RICH'D N. SNOWDEN, 
Oommi.<Jsw·y Uw1i Volu-1tfeel's. 
I was temporarily iu the 'l'erritory of Utah, on pri v:tte business, when the Indian out-
break spoken of in the annexed papers occurred. The outbreak was believed by the 
inhabitants to be of a formidable character, the danger great and imminent. I consid-
ered it my duty, at the unanimously expressed desire of the volunteers, to accept the 
command of the expedition, and did so with great reluctance and not a little personal 
sacrifice. The campaign was conducted to a successful termination. with dispatch, and 
with as much economy as possible in that tken almost inaccessible country. The vol-
unteers neither asked nor received any pay. I believe the annexed contract, entered into 
with Jordan & McPike, was a reasonable and proper one, and was faithfully executed 
on their part. 
I recognize the annexed contract as the one at that time made with Jordan & 
McPike, and approved by myself as the commanding officer. I informed the:qi at the 
time the contract was made that I believed there would be no difficulty in their receiv-
ing their pay from tho Government. I think the claim a just one, and believe it should 
~~~ . 
Sworn and subscribed before me this 3cl day of May, 1870. 
0 
.JOHN C. HAYS. ' 
N. CALLAN, 
Notary I'uJJlw. 
